P&SEWA.                           303

I have only to add my desire, that this apprehen-
sion may be immediate.   A foreign ambassador
has been murdered in the midst of your Highness*
court.   A Brahmin has been massacred, almost
in the temple, during one of the greatest solemni-
ties of your religion ; and I must not conceal from
your Highness, the impunity of the perpetrators of
this enormity has led to imputations not to be
thought of against your Highness* government.
Nobody is more convinced of the falsehood of such
insinuations than I am ; but I think it my duty
to state them, that your Highness may see the
necessity of refuting calumnies so injurious to
your reputation.    I beg you also to observe, that
while Trimbukjee remains at large, his situation
enables him to commit further acts of rashness,
which he may undertake on purpose to embroil
your Highness with the British government.    He
is at the head of the administration at Poona, and
has troops at his command.   He is likewise in
charge of your Highness' districts, which are con-
tiguous to the possessions of the British govern-
ment, the Nizam and the Oykwar; and, even
though he should raise no public disturbances
there, I cannot but consider with uneasiness and
apprehension, in what manner your Highness* af-
fairs will be conducted.   For these reasons, it is
absolutely necessary that immediate steps should
be taken; as your Highness will be held respon-